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hen the Buckmasters American Deer 
Foundation created the Life Hunts 
program in 1998, it was out of neces-

sity more than anything else.
 Mainstream wish-granting organizations 
for sick children had just announced they 
would deny wish requests that had anything 
to do with hunting or the use of fi rearms.
 Buckmasters CEO Jackie Bushman rallied 
the BADF leaders and chapters, and the Life 
Hunts program was up and running in what 
seemed like a matter of days. Since then, 
Life Hunts has granted more than 500 hunt-
ing wishes.
 Life Hunt benefi ciaries are usually age 21 
or under, but the BADF occasionally accepts 
applications from hunters over that age. Such 
was the case last season with 24-year-old 
Robert Martin from Pensacola, Fla.
 Robbie, as he was known by his family and 
friends, had been battling small cell sarcoma 
for more than a year. It started in his lungs and 
progressed to his bones and other organs.
 A graduate of Pine Forest High School and 
the Community College of the Air Force, Rob-
bie enlisted in the armed forces to protect his 
country. After serving just more than a year, 
he was diagnosed with cancer. He was later 
discharged so he could be cared for at home.
 If you spent just a few minutes with Robbie, 
you could tell he was a fi ghter. Although he 

was polite and courteous, you could tell from 
his attitude that he wasn’t a quitter.
 He knew the seriousness of his illness, but 
he was determined to get out and hunt again. 
He wanted to take the trophy buck he felt was 
out there waiting for him.
 We decided to help make that happen.
 Robbie’s condition improved and regressed 
as we watched for an opportunity to get him 
out in the woods.
 “I appreciate the little things,” he said. 
“Just getting out and seeing a place I’ve never 
hunted would be great.”
 We maintained regular communication 
with Robbie’s father, Frank Tichenor, to 
monitor his condition. We decided to get the 
doctors involved to help pick out a good win-
dow for the hunt. Robbie said he was ready 
to go any time, but we had to be sure he 
could handle the exertion.
 Southern hunt coordinator Jerald Kopp, 
owner of Wildlife Resources, had booked and 
arranged for Robbie and his father to enjoy 
an October hunt on the King Ranch in South 
Texas. The San Tomas Hunting Camp had do-
nated the hunt, and Robbie was paired with 
guide Johnny Harrell.
 Contributions from several sponsors, in-
cluding Wildlife Resources and its friends 
and partners, took care of travel expenses for 
Robbie and Frank. Once in South Texas, Jerald 
and Johnny took over to make Robbie’s dream 
become a reality.
 He wasn’t at the lodge long before every-
one was calling him Robbie. Johnny and the 
support staff at the San Tomas Hunting Camp 
took a liking to him immediately, admiring his 
spirit and courage.
 “He is so passionate about hunting,” Jerald 
Kopp said after the hunt. “It was such a bless-
ing to have them both here in Texas. I know 
that we were here to help Robbie, but I believe 
it helped make me a better person just to get 
to know them and spend time with them.”
 Robbie’s hunt wasn’t a piece of cake by any 
stretch, but everyone’s persistence paid off 

when he eventually took his buck of a lifetime. 
The chocolate-antlered 8-pointer was the tro-
phy he had always envisioned.
 “I want to thank everyone involved with 
my hunt,” he said. “It was more than I could 
ever ask for, and the people I’ve met have 
been awesome.”
 Shortly after Robbie and Frank departed 
for home, Jerald and the Texas crew took the 
buck to a local taxidermist to be mounted.
 On March 29, 2012, 25-year-old Robbie 
Martin passed away. He was able to hold his 
South Texas dream buck one more time, as 
Jerald had sent it to Frank shortly before Rob-
bie’s passing.
 It’s easy to think Robbie lost his battle with 
the disease, but he never gave up, and he re-
fused to let it beat his spirit. As Robbie said, 
“Live all you can. It’s a mistake not to.”
 Buckmasters and the BADF wish to extend 
condolences and prayers to Robbie’s family 
and friends.
 We also send thanks to the individuals and 
companies who helped make Robbie’s hunt 
happen, and for helping bring him into of 
our lives.
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ROBERT MARTIN • APRIL 9, 1986 - MARCH 29, 2012

Life Hunt recipient Robert Martin took his 
dream buck with San Tomas Hunting Camp 
guide Johnny Harrell (left) and volunteer 
hunt coordinator Jerald Kopp.
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Robbie’s father, Frank Tichenor, delivers his 
son’s Texas mount to him in the hospital.


